
LINCOLN COUNTY COMM ISSIONERS

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, Jantary 3,2023

Present: Rebecca Wood, Chairman; Roy Hubert, Commissioner; Joann Rutler,
Commissioner; Cindi Sievers, Clerk of the District Court (Absent); Jennifer Hohnhorst'
Clerk for Minutes.

9:35am Chairman Wood called the meeting to order and led everyone in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Claims & Minutes

Discussion on claims for the Lincoln County Legacy Project, as well as a cell phone

reimbursement to the Elections officer. Clerk Sieversjoined the meeting by phone, briefly, to
explain the cell phone reimbursement amount.

Commissioner Rutler made a motion to pay the accounts payable for January 3,2032,for
Lincoln County in thc amount of 526,311.72, with onc correction: rc-class ETS bill from
Commissioner Special fund line to Capital Reserve Expenses. Commissioner Hubert
seconded, Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries.

Commissioner Rutler made a motion to accept the Emergency meeting minutes for
December 30, 2022, rs presented. Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in
favor, motion carries.

Commissioner Rutler made a motion to accept the Regular meeting minutes for December

27,2022, as presented with one correction to a spelling error. Commissioner Hubert
seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries.

'10:00am Chairman Wood opened the Public Hearing.

Chairman Wood read the Public Hearing notice into the record.

Norma Anaya, Lincoln County Planning and Zoning Administrator, gave background on the

Lincoln County FEMA ordinance. Since 1987, Lincoln County has had one flood insurance

claim lor which there was no insurance payout as the claim was for less than the deductible

amount. Norma feels that Lincoln County should drop the ordinance altogether. If the county

updates the ordinance and continues to participate in FEMA, the floodplain will have to be re-

mapped and new regulations would have to be enforced on residents in the floodplain.

Commissioner Hubert questioned how this would affect the Care Center. Norma explained that

the county can withdraw from FEMA without affecting the city of shoshone's participation.

Commissioner Rutler questioned if the county can re-adopt the FEMA ordinance should issues

arise in the tuture. Norma states she does not know those details at this time. Chairman Wood

wondered if Norma should get with the City of Shoshone to see their ordinance, as she feels the

county should get new maps anyway. Norma states the county is up against a deadline, as the

ordinance needed to have been updated last year. Commissioner Hubert feels the county should

continue participating in FEMA as there is and will be continued growth. Norma states there are
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currently six Lincoln County residents who are required to carry flood insurance. Nathan Schutte
is present today for the hearing, and he states that his concem as a resident that carries flood
insurance, are the potential new regulations that may interfere with agricultural growth and
activities. He states he carries a private insurance policy, and his insurance company has
informed him that they do not recognize FEMA ordinances and if the county withdraws it will
not affect his personal policy. Chairman Wood is concemed that withdrawing from FEMA will
potentially affect the county's ability to qualifu for certain grants in the future. While she does
not want to enforce any more restrictions than are absolutely necessary, she feels that is may be
in the county's best interest to remain in the FEMA program. Commissioner Hubert expressed
his support for staying with FEMA and updating the ordinance. Chairman Wood agreed.
Commissioner Rutler expressed skepticism about adopting the new changes to the ordinance.
Commissioners agree to table the decision for next week's meeting on Monday, Jantary 9,2023.

10: l5am Chairman Wood adjoumed the Public Hearing and reconvened the Regular meeting.

Action Items

Chaimrar.r Wood preseuLed the zuncnded MOU Agrccn.rcr.rl lor the University of Idaho Extcrrsior.r.

Commissioner Rutler made a motion to accept and sign the amended University of Idaho
Extension MOU Agreement. Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favor,
motion carries.

Chairman Wood presented the Employee Sick Bank Donation form, for an employee that is no
longer with the county.

Commissioner Rutler made a motion to approve the Employee Sick Bank Donation form in
the amount of 18.16 hours. Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favor,
motion carries.

Chairman Wood discussed Family Health Services and Dr. Davis' efforts to get a grant for a
helipad. Congressman Simpson helped to get a larger grant in the amount of 91.5
million(approx.) to go toward the ambulance bay and the helipad. This was part of the $1.7
trillion Omnibus package. Chairman Wood gave congratulations to the organization for getting
the grant. This grant will cover a helipad and a 4-bay ambulance garage to be attached to the new
Family Health Services building.

Chairman Wood discussed the status ofgetting fiber upgrades for the three Lincoln County
cities. Currently there is $35 million in grant funds available for shovel-ready projects. Chairman
Wood has submitted an application for grant funds, a decision will be made by January 11,2023.

Commissioner Rutler mentioned the Lava Ridge Subcommittee meets again January 25 and
February 8, 2023.

Chairman Wood discussed an email she received from Kasey Prestwich, BLM, in regard to the
Lava Ridge Wind Project. Final revisions have been included in the draft Environmental Impact
Study, which is now available to cooperating agencies to dorvnload and view. He will be doing
in-person and virtual public meetings later in January. He and Lisa Cresswell, also from the
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BLM, will be present at the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners meeting on January 17,

2023 at 1 1:00am.

I 0:35am Correspondence, OldA'Jew Business

Commissioner Hubert discussed his correspondence with Gabriella Hoffman, a news reportel.

He discussed the video made in opposition to the Lava fudge Wind Project. He was very

impressed with the video.

Commissioner Hubert expressed his appreciation for the letters he has been receiving fiom
people, including the Boards he has served on and other elected officials, congratulating him on

his retirement and thanking him for his service in local govemment.

Chairman Wood discussed a letter from the Idaho Office of Emergency Management, going over

the grant cycle and grant record retention requirements.

Chairman Wood presented the'freasurer's month end balance report, which totaled

$7.103,373.43. Included wcrc individual fulrd balances.

Commissioner Hubert asked the other commissioners how much of the Capital Expense Reserve

will go toward the courthouse renovation. Chairman Wood and Commissioner Rutler do not

currently have that paperwork with them. He also discussed the solid waste fund, and the need

for a second employee, a drain field, and a cement pad at the transfer station.

Commissioner Rutler received a request from the owner of an assisted living facility in Wendell,

Idaho, to use the Lincoln County Community Center as a backup emelgency shelter in case ofa
disaster. He is writing an emergency plan. Chairman Wood explained that the county has written

a similar plan for the care center, for grant purposes. commissioner Hubert feels if this is

allowed, it should be clear that the Lincoln County Care Center residents come first.

Commissioner Rutler will contact Payson Reese to discuss this further. Commissioner Rutler

wondered if Lincoln County Connections could participate in a plan for transportation in
Emergency/disaster situations. Chairman Wood states that could be a possibility in the future

At 9:30am on January 9,2023,the Lincoln County Elected Officials will be sworn in. This will
also be Commissioner Hubert's last day as a Lincoln County Commissioner.

chairman wood made a motion to amend the agenda to include a Retail Alcohol Beverage

License approval. This license was the subject ofthe Emergency meeting on Friday,
December 30, 2022, ar.d Patrons Bar and Grill was granted a three-day extension.

Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favorn motion carries.

commissioner Rutler made a motion to approve the Retail Alcohol Beverage License for
Juan Castro, owner of Patrons Bar and Grill located at 155 Main Street in Richfield,

Idaho. Chairman Wood seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries.

1 1 :1Oam Chairman Wood adjourned the Regular meeting.
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Respectfully,

Jennifer Hohnhorst, Clerk for Minutes

Attest:

Deputy Clerk

Rebecca Wood, Chairman

J,

I
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