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LINCOLN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

Present: Rebecca Wood, Chairman; Roy Hubert, Commissioner; Joann Rutler, 
Commissioner, Absent; Cindi Sievers, Clerk of the District Court; Jennifer Hohnhorst, 

Clerk for Minutes. 

10:30 a.m. Chairman Wood called the meeting to order and led everyone in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Chairman Wood opened the Budget Hearing to amend the Lincoln County Resolution 2022-10. 

Clerk Sievers explained that the amendments to the budget were to reflect contra revenue related 
to grant payouts. 

Chairman Wood made a motion to approve the Lincoln County Resolution 2022-lO(A) 
Opening the Lincoln County Budget FY2021-22, amending Resolution 2022-10, as 
presented. Clerk Sievers read Lincoln County Resolution 2022-lO(A) into the record. 
Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Chairman Wood adjourned the Budget Hearing and opened the Regular Meeting. 

Claims and Minutes 

Commissioner Hubert made a motion to accept the December 5, 2022, Regular Meeting 
minutes as presented. Chairman Wood seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Chairman Wood made a motion to pay all claims for Lincoln County accounts payable but 
one, which she would like to hold until next week for discussion, in the amount of 
$44,999.62. Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Action Items 

Chairman Wood made a motion to amend the agenda to include one employee sick bank 
request, with a good faith reason being that the request must be approved today to be 
included in this week's payroll. Commissioner Hubert seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, 
motion carries. 

Commissioner Hubert made a motion to approve the employee sick bank request form for 
75 hours from the Lincoln County sick bank, leaving 224.31 hours. Chairman Wood 
seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Chairman Wood presented the Magic Valley Electric quote for the Lincoln County Community 
Center. This is an updated quote from last week to cover all electrical updates needed at the 
Community Center. Discussion on the three quotes offered and the details of each one. 

Commissioner Hubert made a motion to accept the Magic Valley Electric quote for 
$11,380.00 to replace all lights with LED lights and upgrade all wiring to include proper 
color coding. Chairman Wood seconded with discussion that Magic Valley Electric will be 
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submitting paperwork to Idaho Power so that the county can receive rebates for these 
upgrades. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Chairman Wood discussed the ETS quote for the phone system at the Community Center. There 
are many repairs to the current wiring system needed to upgrade the phones. 

Commissioner Hubert made a motion to approve the ETS quote for $7,665.20 for phone 
system and network upgrades needed at the Lincoln County Community Center. 
Chairman Wood seconded. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Commissioner Hubert asked if the Community Center was the last county building that would 
need the phone system and network upgraded, to which Clerk Sievers and Chairman Wood 
clarified that the EMS building was still needing to be upgraded in the future. 

Correspondence and Old/New Business 

Clerk Sievers discussed the IAC Elections conference that she and Minutes Clerk Jennifer 
Hohnhorst would be attending, which would require them both to be gone the afternoon of 
January 3, 2023, potentially interfering with the Commissioners meeting that day. Chairman 
Wood agreed that it would not be an issue to keep the meeting short and limit it to the morning. 
Commissioner Hubert also agreed. 

Chairman Wood discussed the 5th Judicial District Alcohol and Tobacco Possession Citation 
totals for Lincoln County. Discussion on the 2022 numbers for Lincoln County being 
significantly improved from recent years. Commissioner Hubert commented that he heard on the 
news that two police officers were hospitalized because they had touched a doorknob that had 
Fentanyl residue on it. He and Chairman Wood both expressed great concern regarding the 
dangers of Fentanyl and other drugs that are present in Lincoln County. 

Chairman Wood discussed the recent trainings that she and other commissioners, as well as 
Clerk Sievers, attended. Clerk Sievers expressed that she would like to see a commissioners ' 
calendar added back to the agenda, to which Chairman Wood and Commissioner Hubert agreed. 

Chairman Wood discussed a Construction Inflation Alert she received from Andrew at Big D 
Construction. Commissioner Hubert questioned what the correspondence specifically cited as 
being affected by inflation and gave input regarding his personal experience with how inflation is 
currently affecting building costs. 

Commissioner Hubert discussed the policies regarding cancelling agenda items. In the future, 
agenda items need to be discussed with the Chairman of the Board before being changed or 
removed. 

Chairman Wood discussed the swearing in of Lincoln County ' s new Commissioner, Nathan 
Schutte, which will be on January 9, 2023 . On that date, the board will also need to vote for a 
chairman. Chairman Wood would like Clerk Sievers to contact Judge Brendan Ash to see ifhe 
would be available to swear in all the new elected officials for Lincoln County on the morning of 
January 9th

. 
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Commissioner Hubert and Chairman Wood discussed concerns regarding Southern Idaho Solid 
Waste and why Chairman Wood would like to meet with their representatives. Chairman Wood 
is concerned that the current budgeting is more suited to the big counties as opposed to the 
smaller ones. Lincoln County raised its solid waste fees, which still will not cover the raised cost 
to the county itself and she is concerned because the fees to the county are going to continue to 
rise over the next couple of years. Another concern is the waiver list, which prevents the county 
from being able to collect many potential fees . Commissioner Hubert is concerned that he will 
not be able to be present for the discussion with Brent Reinke and Nate Francisco since it was 
rescheduled, to which Chairman Wood replied that she would look into trying to get the meeting 
rescheduled before Commissioner Hubert retires from office. He would also like to discuss, 
soon, his seat on the Solid Waste board. Chairman Wood agreed that discussion should take 
place this December. 

Chairman Wood discussed the public records policy for Lincoln County. After discussions with 
Jim McNall oflCRMP and County Attorney Richard Roats, she \VOuld like to see county offices 
utilizing an official public records request system. This would serve as a safeguard for the county 
should any legal issues arise in the future in regard to public records. 

Commissioner Hubert brought up questions regarding the status of the comprehensive plan. 
Norma Anaya, Planning and Zoning, informed the commissioners that she is currently working 
on it. 

11 :49a.m. Chairman Wood adjourned the regular meeting and opened the Ambulance District 
meeting. 

Chairman Wood gave background on the write-off allowance for the Ambulance District. There 
are many Medicaid, Medicare, and self-pay bills within the Ambulance District that cannot be 
collected on and allowing them to age too long negatively affects the county ' s ability to balance 
the accounts receivable. 

Chairman Wood made a motion to write off the allowance for aged receivables that are 
uncollectable for $63,235.60. Commissioner Hubert seconded with discussion, stating that 
he is pleased that the county is now taking care of these write-offs every year instead of 
letting them build up. Vote unanimous in favor, motion carries. 

Commissioner Hubert discussed the county transfer station. The transfer station needs a stake in 
the middle of the road so that future surveyors will know the property boundaries. Chairman 
Wood clarified that he was referring to a property boundary pin. 

12:00p.m. Chairman Wood adjourned the regular meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Jennifer Hohnhorst, Clerk for Minutes 
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Rebecca Wood, Chairman 

Attest: 
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